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ABSTRACT

Culture is a unique possession of human societjtuf@udistinguishes one society from the other. sTheach
society is different from the other. Culture inasdwhole range of our society. It includes our waidk life, our modes of
behaviour, our attitudes, judgements, morals, valueeliefs, ideas, ideologies, political, legal,oeamic, sciences,
philosophies and other types of activities. Asureltis dynamic and adaptive, the Bodo culture sbathanging in the
course of time. The mindset, living style, prodaugticonsumption, exchange, employment etc. aregatngusiowly in due
course of time. Thus, it is observed that Bodoucelts growing slowly with the passing of time. apdthere are certain
cultural similarities with other Indian societies avell as societies found throughout the world.fdwtors responsible for
social and cultural changes are may be modern eiitutaChristianity, emergence of semi- town andrtaw Bodo
concentrated areas, emergence of job opportunitieemi- town and town, the tribal community depaient schemes of

the government agency, the emergence of scienceamdology and communication and so on.

The study attempts to investigate the cultural exintf the Bodos, chieflybased on writing literéeyt; and the

study seeks to bring into light the causes of thiial changes of the Bodosociety.
KEYWORDS: Society, Culture, Cultural Change, Modernity
INTRODUCTION

The Bodos are sociologically one of the most imgrutrtribes of the North-Eastern India, particulasfyAssam.
Bodos are one of the indigenous tribes of Indiainmaf Assam. They are mostly found in Assam. BesiAssam, there
are some Bodo pocket areas in the neighboringsstide Meghalaya, Nagaland and West Bengal. Moredhe Bodo
people are found in some pocket areas of neighb@ountries like Nepal, Bangladesh etc. Historiamg anthropologists
observed that the Bodo- Kacharis are the earligsthiitants of the Brahmaputra valley. In olden sipteey were known
as Kiratas, Asuras and Danavas etc. G.A. Griersemtions that the generic name ‘Bodo’ was first gite them by B.H.
Hodgson. He observesTHe generic name ‘Bodo’ was first given to themBbi. Hodgsori. [!] Further, he mentions
thatBodo or Boro is the name by which the Mech asMand the Kacharies call themselves. RaciallyBbdos are

Mongolian. Hence, theBodo culture is a part ofgheat Mongolian culture.

lerierson, G.ALinguistic Survey of India,vol-3(part-Belhi:Lowprice Publications,2005.Repriented.p.1
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In course of time, theBodo literature has recoghiae one of the Indian literatures. Consequentiy, Bodo
literaturehas gained a status in the context efdity discipline. Therefore, literary text may laden into account for
critical discussion from multifarious aspects. Maslyort story writers of Bodo literature have migdrthe cultural
changes through their storytelling and charactéomaThey have visualized many more things ofgheiety and culture

in their short stories. Therefore, this paper aionsighlight the cultural changes of the Bodo stycie
Objectives
Following are the objectives of the study-
e To study the cultural changes of the Bodo society
» To study the cause and effects of cultural changjgsfly based on three short stories of JanilB¢tahma
Hypothesis

Culture is dynamic and adaptive. Thus, change asifable for every culture. As culture is resporsto the
changing condition of the physical world,it seeimatthe walks of life, modes of behaviour, attitsidedgements, morals,
values, beliefs, ideas, ideologies, political, eroit, philosophies and other types of activitieshef Bodosare changing
slowly in course of time. Assume that many new dghirare added to the traditional Bodo culture with passing of
time.As a result, the Bodo society and cultureassforming slowly. Today,outlook and living stgéthe Bodo society is
becoming modern as well as global.lt is assumettiigacultural changes of the Bodos, is reflectethe short stories of
Jonil Kr. Brahma. The writer has attempted to diefiie cultural changes of the Bodo society throtighstorytelling and
characterizationof short stories. Thus, it is assittat the cultural changes of the Bodos may lserekd, if the texts of

the short stories areanalyzed from sociologicahtpaof view.
METHODOLOGY

The topic has been analyzed critically based a@mndily text collected as secondary data. Based ree tshort
stories of Jonil Kr. Brahma, a renowned storyteifeBodo, the topic has been analyzed inclusivetynf sociological
point of view. In addition, necessary secondarpadae collected from review articles and bookschigire directly related
to the study. Besides,an observation method has lmsed for the study.The collected data have bealyzed extensively

from sociological pointof view,though the data preely literary text.

DISCUSSIONS

The Bodos did not have written literature until #eeond decade of the twentieth century though eguage is
rich and ancient. The Christian missionaries stiapigblishing books on grammar, dictionary, religitales, rhymes and
songs. The proper Bodo literature was started fi@®0 when Satish Chandra Basumotary brought outBhmar’
magazine editing in the manuscript form. The ‘Bibbaagazine as its first printed form appeared i24.4h the editorship
of Satish Chandra Basumatary. ‘Abari’ written bydaMushahari is the first short story of Bodo htere. It was
published in 1930 in the magazine ‘HathorkhiHaldited by Pramod Chandra Brahma. IshanMushahauwrisidered to

be the first creator of the Bodo short story.

Janil Kr. Brahmais a renowned short story writercohtemporaryBodo literature. Anil Kumar Brahma tesj

“Brahma is a talented story teller among the contyBodo short story writers. The stories of Brahana woven round
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the theme of social protest against inequality @mjdstice. Many of his stories are replete with aitd humor’[?] Janil
Kr. Brahma's first short story book calledmphaoniPhitavas published in 2005. Fifteen stories are indidethis book.
Janil Kr.Brahma’s second short story book calddiderMuhuniwas published in 2007. The writer included twesity-
stories in this book. Janil Kr.Brahma's third shsidry book calledapan Ni Swimaas publishes in 2009. Twenty stories

are included in this book.

For present study, the short stories nanieiynphaoniPhitéDumphao’s Cake)AnwiOnaishiniusundgalf-burnt
firewood of ant Onaishi) antflanshigidir (High Officer) are taken as data for analysisprfrthe short story book called
DumphaoniPhitéDumphao’s Cake).In the short story callBdmphaoniPhitéDumphao’s Cake), the writer has nicely
mirrored the changes of Bodo culture and societytHestory, characters are Dumphao, Somen, Gaodzmgla,
BahadurMephal, Sonam and Hongle. Dumphao and Sametwo important characters of the story. Fronesensive
analysis of the story, it is observed that Dumpaagd Somen are modern. Previously Bodo people refmeestic animals
like- pig, got, hen etc. only for domestic consuimpt However, observe that Dumphao rears hen nigt fon domestic
consumption but also for commercial purposes aléms, Dumphao sells domestic hen at Samthaibarkehand buys
some essential domestic items from the market.idde of Dumphaofor rearing hen to earn money atagathe idea for
buying some essential family items with the incomfi@lomestic hens is progressive and modern. Fyriher observed
that Dumphao, wife of SomenBasumatary is a buspeEsen. She has accepted business as main bastofe as well
as means of livelihood instead of traditional likebd.

When Somen, husband of Dumphao becomes incapaldepmy essential family items, Dumphao decides to
start business to meet up the financial crisihefrtfamily as well as to help her husband in ragriamily. Accordingly,
Dumphao sells her other domestic hens to starnbssinear national highway at Samthaibari markegpl@raditionally
Phita (traditional breakfast made from rice powdsrprepared only for domestic consumption. Butisiwisible that
Dumphao prepares Phita not only for family consuompbut also for commercial purposes too. She $#fisa to earn
cash money for running their family. BedidesPh#flag also sells Chithao (traditional breakfast ef Bodos made from
rice powder) for earning money; then expanding esiness, he also starts selling tea along wittaPdrid Chithao.
Consequently, she earns more money. Apart from Bwanphao establishes tailoring center called ‘Dhatp Tailoring’
at Samthaibari market engaging some educated yaeghs. Doing business economic position of Dumpimaproves
remarkably. Accordingly, their way of living impres. They construct three bungalows as well as ugudtural land.
Nevertheless, they also buy essential domesticsitévioreover, Dumphao’s physical beauty improvesrEldbumphao
donates five thousand rupees to build up martgrsht for those people, who have given up their Ishesng Roman scrip
movement. The thoughts of Dumphao to start busiaeSemthaibari market place to assist her husttanththeir family
and accordingly acceptance of business as maig basicome as well as livelihood is progressivd amodern. This is
the clear example of cultural change. Nowadays,abserved that some of the Bodos have learnaghtbusiness in town
and semi-town and some of the present generatians adopted trade and commerce as means of lieelihstead of

traditional livelihood.

2Boro, Anil Kumar.A History of Bodo LiteratureKolkata: SahityaAkademi, 2012. Second EditiorZp.5
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Land is the main source of livelihood for the Bodwmslier. Bodo society is agro-based society. Hawrgeilt is
evident that some of new generations prefer dabgn government agencies in place of traditiondtivation. From the
analysis of the text, it is noticeable that in plat traditional cultivation SomenBasumatary prefeb for earning money.
SomenBasumatary is a service holder. SomenBasumiatar L.P. teacher. Job is his main source ofrime@s well as
livelihood. Apart from them, husband of Gaodang &udola is jobholder. Gaodang’s husband is an eyepl@f F.C.I.
Office of Guwahati. Job is his main source of ineoas well as livelihood, which signifies culturdlamges. Modern

education and new worldview encourages them topdgab as main basis of income in place of agrigelt

Traditionally Bodos are inhabitant of village. Btite story revels that Gaodang likes better to iivéown for
various facilities instead of living in village. @dang is H.S L.C passed; she lives in Guwahati Wwith husband.
Nevertheless, Gaodang is fashionable and fond oemgewelry and dress. On the other hand Sorblasband is also an
employee of Air Force, thus, he lives in Kashmior®a also likes to live in town instead of livifig village. Thus, she
lives in Kashmir with her husband. Sorola is alsodf of jewelry, dress and money. It is visible tidaing job in
government agencies financial position of Gaodamg Sorola’s husband improves. Accordingly Gaodang Sorola
becomes materialistic and consumerist. It is olezkrthat the traditional thinking and lifestyle d¢fet Bodos changes
slowly. Thus, it is clear that the traditional Bodalture is changing slowly due to impact of modeducation and new

worldview.

In the short story callednwiOnaishiniUsund@ialf-burnt firewood of ant Onaishi), the writershaicely depicted
the cultural changes of the Bodos.In the story,cth@racters are Onaishi, Merga, Dorle, Clerk, Bugn8 Village head.
Onaishi is the main character of the story. Cultahange is fairly painted through her. From arusive analysis of the
story, it is obvious that Onaishi, wife of Mergaaisnodern woman. Traditionally Bodos are agricigtuiThus, agriculture
is their main source of livelihood. Besides weayvingaring of eri, hunting, fishing, basket and mmking etc. are
traditional livelihood of the Bodos. However, moxigy brings new profession in Bodo society instaddraditional
livelihood. In the story, it is visible that thimig of Onaishi is progressive; she adopts businedsea main source of
livelihood after her husband’s demise instead adlitional livelihood. Onaishi produces Phita anshevior commercial
purposes, which are produced for mainly domesticoonmunity use earlier. She sells Phita, tea amé &t Rongiya town
to lead her family. Onaishi is a village woman. @has village is almost two kilometers distancerfr Rongiya town.
Thus, every morning she goes to Rongiya town toPd@ta, tea and wine. Dorle, daughter of Onaigips her in running
business. Both Onaishi and Dorle return to villagesvening after selling Phita, tea and wine. Botiaishi and Dorle are
progressive women. The thinking of Onaishi to &Hita and wine to earn money as well as acceptahbesiness as
main source of livelihood is modern.Neverthelesgaihi is conscious mother. Hence, she desiresvi® [gorle in
marriage with a good youth and accordingly she estgithe clerk of C.I1.D Office to help her in findia good youth. It is
evident that some of the present generations rein thmily selling Phita, tea and wine in town. Foany Bodo family
stall of Phita, tea and wine is the main sourceash income as well as livelihood nowadays. Thusaly be said that the

traditional Bodo culture is changing slowly withethassing of time.

Further, the story revels that Merga, husband dadi€h became wage labor to earn money when héissiwn
land due to gambling and drinking. Due to lack afd@rn education and skill Merga, lead his familjngea wage labor
losing all his land and properties before his dembidevertheless, it is noticeable that the persbo always comes to

Onaishi’s stall to drink tea is also a service koldHe is a clerk of C.I1.D Office. Acceptance ofgedabor, business and
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job to earn money as well as livelihood is moderhich means social and cultural change.

In the short story calledanshiGidir (High Officer), the writer has fairly mirrored ttaultural changes of the
Bodo society.In the story,the characters are Khgrdaubashi, Megonram, police of office and housarduof
MegonramBodo. The important characters of the stoey Khordey and Megonram. Through their characeltural
changes are painted fairly. From an extensive aisbyf the text, it is evident that KhordeyDaimaryd MegonramBodo
are educated people. Both KhordeyDaimary and MegoBiodo have accepted job as main source of incanveell as
livelihood instead of cultivation, weaving, rearin§eri, hunting, fishing, basket and mat-making &hordeyDaimary is
a M.E. teacher. Modern education provides essektiawledge and skill to him for doining job in gowenent
agencies.KhordeyDaimary lives at village. Khordeiybary, a village dweller, is a simple, straight dmmhest man. It is
visible that KhordeyDaimary, husband of Subashiaynreads newspaper for getting various informatibrpresent
world. When bisuge (formally contracted friend acliog to Bodo social custom) MegonramBodo becomasagistrate
in Dhubri court, he gets the news reading newspdeaiding newspaper for getting necessary infoomasi new habit for
the Bodos. Modern education enables him to reacspaper. Earlier Bodo people go near Oja (medicia@)nto treat
illness instead of going to hospital to take hetprf doctor. It is also visible that KhordeyDaimakyes not follow the old
tradition and believe like going to Oja to treatksiess. KhordeyDaimary aspires to check-up Sulmgtealth with
renowned doctor of Dhubri town. Accordingly, Khoyibaimary goes to Dhubri town to treat wife stayiag
bisugeMegonramBodo’s house. The thinking of KhoBkiynary to treat wife Subashi with a doctor is mude
Development of medical science and technology énftes as well as encourages Khordey to go neaorgoftir

treatment.

It is observed that MegonramBodo a magistrate irulibhcourt. Bodos are dweller of village. However,
magistrate MegonramBodo lives in Dhubri town. MegonBodo’s family lives at official quarter of Dhubtown.
MegonramBodo uses modern transport for journeyanepof traditional transport, the bullock-cartsedgnramBodo goes
to bisugeKhordeyDaimary’s house from Dhubri towrihwliis own vehicle. Availing of modern transportrtmve from
place to place indicates Megonram’s progressivitudé. MegonramBodo is a complex and self-centenad. With his
family members, he lives in Dhubri town. Earlieeté is some traditional values like- sharing, coafien etc. in Bodo
society. Moreover, there are certain loyalties dmify and community in Bodo society and accordingharacter and
saintliness are regarded as important assets. dbserve that MegonramBodo does not have sentimeRindness,
cooperation and loyalties to his friend KhordeyDaiiyn Rather, he thinks only about his comfort aaddiit. He does not
bother for others. Thus, when KhordeyDaimary gaeBhubri town to check-up Subashi’'s health, MegoiBado does
not co-operate bisuge (friend) KhordeyDaimary. KleyDaimary cannot meet bisugeMegonramBodo at office
Nevertheless, while Khordey and Subashi arrive agdhramBodo’s official quarter to stay one day, bregmBodo
does come out from inside the house to meet Kh@degary. Nevertheless, Khordey and Subashi araltmted to stay

in the house of MegonramBodo. Thus, Khordey anchb&bhi return to village from the house of officesaghpointedly.

It is observed that in due course of time modevalilhood arise in Bodo society. Acceptance of jebnaain
source of income, livelihood and living in town fdoing job is modern; it is cultural change. NowBodo society there
are teacher, magistrate etc. Consequently, Bodoeuis growing slowly. Besides, the habit of usingdern means of

transport and communication is also modern. Thusn fthe extensive analysis of the story, from dogical point of
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view, it is observed that the writer has fairlyleeted the changes of Bodo culture.

CONCLUSIONS

From the analysis of the selected literary textrfra renowned storytellercalledJanil Kr. Brahmads ibbserved
that the traditional Bodoculture is changingslowife writer has attempted to visualize various eispef culture as well
as cultural changes. Due to impact of modernitylayo there is a change on traditional Bodosocietyg aulture.
Nowadays, some of the Bodos have taken up culbtinatis means of earning money. It is also observadBodos of
present generation, mainly educated persons pi@f#o job for earning money instead of cultivatiblevertheless, some
of the present generation has accepted businessmimssource of income as well as livelihood in plad traditional
occupation. Thus, in the course of time, a middéess society came up from traditional Bodo socilitis also observed
that due to impact of modernity, some of the Boldas become consumerist. Thus, necessity of middés society has
increased. Bodos of present generation has adepetern attire besides their traditional dressaddition, nowadays,
Bodo people take different types of modern foodeiad of their traditional diet. New economic systemerged against
the static cast based economy system. Emergersanuftown and town led the Bodos to abandon tHdivalue systems
and traditional forms of behaviour. Modern eduaati@srid them from fear, superstitions believe, @rts introduced
the Bodos into a new world. Majority of the presegeneration, mainly the educated Bodo people hdmsbed new
ideology and higher standard of living. Such kindslescriptions are vividly noticeable in the laey text written by the

writer.
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